if ATA 4h) Yi y \ ‘ +h ‘ Vin AUR RR Anat 
ef ey r Hea eh Ra) 8 WLR oth 1 ; yyw MA Mit terri ey a Ruy f ea i 4 i: ih 
TA HEC RC EAA LL +N hin N yd Voy dab A ia iho) i 4 : Haye y i} Hy i 
NOM yy Hy geist san f yarn i! 4 ah i any ten i i nani AN Hy tL at Chi Hi aaah 
WU ae ek CU AL "4 Wh indie yauctaW eddie ; ' a | i Ap aati hatte tal it Rl Nee v9 ebay Neat i ft 

i yi! oat LA} ; Cente Wa mae Ga yay i RM y nt MINUET Ne ( AY y a rit , i in 

At i ate i i) Mapa gga A RS PAAR ab ij \ y Ny 0 i jeg i f ‘ 
SEVEN ASCE A SERIE Ra i 
4 WH i fh i! wi + Sse bi 


itp ti i 
HP He 
Weg bi 
iy 

G4 


eh ees) 
4 POUL RMD Re BD btiedies ea 
LET MEL AL ett mY yt Hie 
Wag garule! t CARA 
WED AN Aaa uf Wt 


wt 
iy ¥ $54 
sae 


i aS Vein 4 f Hn ba ¥ any se 

AY ny va iis AT A 

ala ryla ive yo (yy Diet « ‘ Vw tay ia 4 t I ‘ 

MYNME REST e Ly An Sraufas AOU EEG EN , 

i ita el ; Ra matt Aga FMC MORO ED tao 
selaraamieiaay in ! Me ‘ vai ata Piet rua itt 


Aepantantgy ' } \ ie iyi i hee a nists ’ 
Wal Hi ¥ x: $ iat its at \ ‘ 
nba Guile) , f Es! i alesis ie Bp TEA f i me Me 
Ny i AK ALS i sate HN Ey Hh Heresy Oak 
i} aye tT "4 ht I Ay ay 
8 asa shone 

Pier . HAA ae 

ii i ui i nt ‘ 

aaa! | 


li 
i 
i 
eset sien 
Hast ANS 
HELPS RA SBD 
Tire i} 
Tae HS A , pailsga evihy sa TAAL tr 
eta Pies i He i He AR 


Y ibn! 

HA Vy tad vince 4 f Ora 
Wi A ule i ; A Winns at? 
yy \ ete y \ et 


an 


Wile 


Nxt 


eT iy wi 
rE Pads 
Shion 
aa 


BAG $i 
ay 
hi 


Aids + : 
Phanat e el eA uon gate 
pads SAREE ay : hate ts 
ray ANE manrars ane gd tent Aig Sits 
ball ke Es bis 
t Se Nig teges ur ae ge 
Dents ne Lt Ba Ni teh ve jie 
sy ies 4 
i Wy 
be 


Nighy 
meetin ite 
gree aN 
neee 


Aas 
Ak: 


Get 
Potion * 


Matter 
Pid gae 


i ; : nisi te hig tg Net 
eaten: ‘ 
oil Deh Bae 


ieee 
nae An 
peices 


3) bee 
reat 
ay ‘s 


, yO Se oe 
yal a VigARe ae ae ee 

HER f i | ke 
ey ANH wig ruts 
guilty ‘ Tithe! 


at 


as 

ite hy parses 
eae ae 

Oa ae 


ae AULT 
Onan ? aie WARE CES Hae a) yaar 


noe 
yd 


pues apa 


eS 


S 


Bhan iy 
se a 


PAP 
deren Paneer etait, 
i AW Hits Di aang yer d ‘al nit 
heel iia wane Teese tee 
CE ROUEN See 
so tae Hithet 
VN) 


if} ris 
pitied aunt 
oan 


Soe 


Aba tn 
Asp 
| Anat 
DOM RGU 4 ass Hy sara tanerh tH 
ata i ey i ‘ SARS UsIND ESE Dg aie ORAM AME SG aga 
WV fe ! prtstie hate 
| biked mie 
Hr UAV 
wind! n teKe id pee 
ena NG iii 
HERTS He 
i os IR 


RAR TOLL AN iM 
UHR aud ota Sh) 
it ( 


4 
vg 


i eit 

jah die sib 

De Gein i) aie +i is pets 
i 


' Oy AN. bi han es Ad oe 
Hy Gh ) ‘ Ayu ey ¥ Heth 


hat 


eae 


Oe yt ae 
anes ae PR 


a] by ‘ 


ly 
4 


wnCUANTITIN. 


3 183 


Gc 974. 


4 


4) 
3 


ae 


“ 


EARLY ANGLICANISM IN 
CONNECT rCcuT 


=< 
-— 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2019 


https://archive.org/details/earlyanglicanismOOunse 


EARLY 
ANGLICANISM IN 
CONNECTICUT 


MATERIALS ON THE MISSIONARY CAREER OF ROGER 
VIETS, SAMUEL SEABURY’S COMMUNION OFFICE, AND 
AIDS FOR SCHOLARLY RESEARCH 


Edited by 
KENNETH WALTER CAMERON 


TRANSCENDENTAL BOOKS 
HARTFORD 1 


1962 


Allen County Public Library 
900 Webster Street 
PO Box 2279 


Fort Wayne, IN 46801-2270 


RN 


TABLE OF CONTENTS 


THE EPISCOPAL CHURCHES OF EARLY GRANBY By William M. Maltbie. 
ROGER VIETS, YALE GRADUATE By Franklin Bowditch Dexter. 
EARLY ECCLESIASTICAL DOCUMENTS——SIMS BURY AND GRANBY, CONNECTICUT. 
UNGATHERED LETTERS OF ROGER VIETS, OF CONNECTICUT AND NOVA SCOTIA. 
A BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE ON ROGER VIETS By Kenneth Walter Cameron. 
THE MANUSCRIPT JOURNAL OF ROGER VIETS REPRODUCED IN FACSIMILE. 
THE RECORDS OF ROGER VIETS AS EDITED BY ALBERT C. BATES. 


BISHOP SAMUEL SEABURY'S "COMMUNION OFFICE" WITH HISTORICAL SKETCH 
AND NOTES By Samvel Hart. 

LIST OF PERSONS ADMITTED TO THE ORDER OF DEACONS IN THE EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH, 1785-1857 By George Burgess. 


© 
ee 
* — 
hegend 


a 


* 
“pa 
a 
. 
fed 
pias 
‘ 
Phd 
ee 


yy 


- 
¥ 
> * 
: > 
“« 
- é 
Ser 
*5 
ae 
i 
x 
a] Pye 
oo 
I 


: “ig 
ats 

we 

Bos 

thant 

‘et 

wld 

“% 

} 
* 


eG “ 
ra 

4 bal 

ow 

i 9, 

y 

— 

= 


~ 
AL i 
~ 
os 
. 
“ 
. 
28 
- 


a4 


THE EPISCOPAL CHURCHES OF EARLY GRANBY 
By WILLIAM M. MALTBIE 


The area around the ancient church of St. Andrew's, now a part of Bloomfield 
but in old times called "Scotland," was in the early eighteenth century within 
the town of Simsbury. Prior to 1740, a controversy arose among Simsbury Con- 
gregationalists as to the location of a new meeting house they were going to 
build. It was finally decided to locate it at the site of the present Simsbury 
Congregational Church, which meant, for the residents of Scotland desiring to 
attend that church, a long trek over mountain and river. On Dec. 16, 1740, 
therefore, six of the residents solemnly warned their Congregational brethren 
that in view of the hardship it would mean to them, they could not continue in 
that church, that they had long cherished the Church of England, that they 
claimed the right to worship as they would, that they would not pay taxes for 
the construction of the church at Simsbury, and that they protested against any | 
effort to force them to do so. While in these circumstances is found the immed- 
diate reason for their withdrawal from the Simsbury Society, it is traditional 
that as early as 1752 there was an informal society of Episcopalians compesed of 
persons living in and around Scotland—that they had got together timbers to 
build a church and had sought to secure a minister. In fact, thirty-two persons 
signed a petitien to the Society for the Propagation ef the Gospel, in Londen, 
asking that a minister be sent te them. 


As a result, the Society, about 1744, despatched as a minister or missionary 
to the people of Scotland and surrounding areas the Rev. William Gibbs. In that 
year he organized St. Andrew's Church, and its house of worship was built near 
the spot where St. Andrew's now stands—in North Bloomfield. Within the field of 
his ministry was all the town of Granby, which was then a part of Simsbury, and 
regions to the south and west. He and his parishioners suffered divers persecu- 
tiong. These culminated about 1754 in his arrest for refusing to pay taxes for 
the support of the Congregational ministry and his being transported to the 
jail at Hartford, thrown over the back of a horse with his hands and feet tied 
beneath the body. He never recovered from this experience and thereafter was 
able to do little to carry on his work. His ministry resulted not only in the 
establishment of St. Andrew's Church but also in gathering together a group of 
his followers who organized a church called St. Ann's, in Salmon Brook, now in 
the town of Granby. The Rev. Samuel Peters, of Hebron—that royalist clergyman 
who, returning to England, wrote a scathing but sometimes very amusing attack 
upon Connecticut—in a letter states that in 1762 he preached the first sermon 
delivered in St. Ann's.* 


In 1768, the Rev. Roger Viets, a graduate of Yale who had been a lay reader 
at St. Andrew's and who had gone to England for ordination to the priesthood, 
returned to become Rector of St. Andrew's. It is interesting to note that in a 
letter written about the time of his return he signed himself as "Asst. to Mr. 
Gibbs." He was much more than a rector of one church; he was a missionary whose 
field of service embraced not only Simsbury, then including Granby, but a large 
area to the north and west. St. Ann's church was in his special care, and in the 
long lists of baptisms and other rites performed by him as they appear in his 
records are numerous entries concerning St. Ann's. As early as 1768, he records 
baptiems performed at "St. Ann's Ch., Salmonbrook" and in that same year notes a 
communion service in that church in which twenty-four persons were participants. 


After Mr. Viets began his ministrations, it is worth noting that whereas at 
the first four communion services at St. Andrew's the average number of communi- 
cants was about eleven, at the first four communions at St. Ann's it averaged 
about nineteen. Attendants came from points as distant as Granville, Massachu- 
setts. In an early report Mr. Viets states that he was giving one-quarter of 
hia time to St. Ann's. His "Records" are apparently an incomplete recital of 
his services, because the entries after 1776 are few and lack continuity. Mr. 
Viets and his parishioners at times undoubtedly received unkind treatment at the 
hands of their Congregational neighbors. He once was jailed for eight days be- 
cause he had invaded the exclusive functions of Congregational ministers to per- 
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form marriages. During the Revolution he was inclined to side with the royal- 
ists, was arrested on a charge of aiding the escape of certain of them, was con- 
fined in the underground prison at Newgate, was later taken to the county jail 
at Hartford, and was for a time in irons. He continued to carry on his minis- 


try, however, until 1787, when he waa transferred by the S.P.G. to a pastorate 
in Nova Scotia. 


No record has been found to indicate the location of St. Ann's Church other 
than that it was in the village of Salmon Brook. It is, however, a reasonable 
assumption that it stood at the site later occupied by St. Peter's church, and, 
indeed, it seems apparent that St. Peter's was a successor to St. Ann's. The 
construction of St. Peter's was begun in 1792, only five years after Mr. Viets 
left his Connecticut pastorate, and it was completed by the addition of a steeple 
in 1800. It stood on Salmon Brook Street South, about where the building of the 
Granby Library now stands. A former resident now deceased, Mrs. Franklyn (Hol- 
comb) Loomis, has given the following description of the building: It was thir- 
ty-five feet wide, fifty-eight feet long and thirty feet to the ridge pole; the 
ateeple was twenty-five feet high; there were two aisles, with a double row of 
pews in the center and pews at the sides and in a gallery; "the pews on the 
main floor were high with seats all around, [with] panel doors and a little 
spindle rail about six inches high around the pews and on the doors"—[a descrip- 
tion which indicates that the pews were of the box type, each with a door]; "a 
high and handsome pulpit; all very ornate and handsome." It had a pipe organ 
pases by Peter Jenner Jewett, who lived almost across the way, and it was played 
by im. 


In 1789, St. Peter's was set off from St. Andrew's as a separate parish, but 
ai evidently did not prove strong enough to atand alone. In 1803, an agreement 
was entered into by the two parishes. Mr. Heald speaks warmly of the truly : 
Christian spirit which permeated that document. It provided, among other things, 
that "In order to perpetuate that unity and brotherly love which has for so 
many years so happily existed in this society, it is agreed that the two. shall 
support but one incumbent and neither shall have power to settle or dismiss a 
minister without the major vote of the other." When a little later the Rev. Asa 
Cornwall came as the minister of the two churchos, it was agreed that he would 
give an equal time to each. 


No records of St. Peter's church are known to exist except those of the Rey. 
Ransom Warner, who, settling in Simsbury in 1828, became rector of St. Andrew's 
and St. Peter's, He continued in that position until 1832, then served elsewhere 
for some four years, and returned to Simsbury, continuing his ministry there un- 
til his death in 1856. At least for a time he served at St. Peter's two Sundays 
each month. Mr. Warner's records include lists of baptisms, marriages, and bur- 
tals; but they do not indicate to any considerable extent the parishes in which 
they were performed. That St. Peter's was a thriving parish is indicated by the 
fact that in 1829 [2] it had sixty children in its Sunday school, with twelve 
teachers. A number of the leading parishioners, however, joined the great mi- 
gration to the West; and in Tariffville, which had become a thriving manufactur- 
ing town, Trinity Church, which had been established, drew away some who had 
been regular communicants at St. Peter's. Services at St. Peter's became inter- 
mittent in the 1840's and probably ceased by 1852. The church was finally strick- 
en from the roll of parishes in 1852. 


Beginning at least as early as 1827, Granby town meetings were regularly held 
in "St. Peter's Church House," and this continued into the late 1860's. In fact, 
after religious services ceased to be held in the church, the town seems to have 
taken over the building. In 1852, it was voted in town meeting that the select- 
men, at the expense of the town, should shingle it anc repair the windows. The 

tol: Atlas of 1868 designates the building as "Town House" and "Town 
Hall.* Other uses were made of the building, such as the holding of fairs, and 
the exclamation of Mrs. Loomis seems appropriate: "Chickens in the beautiful 
box pews, pumpkins and vegetables." In 1845, the steeple was removed. The pipe 
organ was sold and removed to the First Congregational Church in North Granby. 
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Finally, in 1870, the building was sold at auction and brought the price of 
$49.50. No deed to St. Peter's of the land on which it stood has been found. 

It was squarely upon the line between the properties upon each side. The origi- 
nal Granby Library Association secured the site by two quitclaim deeds, from 
adjoining property owners, exactly alike, except that one conveyed land north of 
a line through the center of the lot and the other, land south of that line. 

The Library Association erected a rather large two-story building for use as an 
academy and library. When the South Congregational Church was organized in Sal- 
mon Brook in the 1870's, it conducted its services on the first floor, and fi- 
nally, in 1886, bought the building. It was burned about 1918, and the present 
library, church and parish house were built. 


* In his foreword to Ihe Records of Roger Viets, A. C. Bates attributes the 
establishment of St. Ann's to Mr. Viets. This not only is contrary to the state- 
ment by Mr. Peters that he preached in the church before Mr. Viets returned from 
England in 1765, but it is disproved by the fact that Mr. Viets, almost at once 
on becoming rector of St. Andrew's in 1763, began to administer the rites of bap- 
tism and communion at "St. Ann's Church, Salmonbrook," showing that the church 
must have been already in existence at that time. The Rev. Mr. Heald, in his 
anniversary sermon, says that "the church designated as St. Ann's, built 
in the northern part of the town under the ministry of Mr. Viets, was abandoned 
and another erected in Salmon Brook." But for reasons already given, St. Ann's 
was not established by Mr. Viets, and the "town" referred to in the statement 
{("northern part of the town"] no doubt referred to Simsbury, of which the area 
now comprizing the town of Granby then formed the northern part. Mr. Viets, in 
referring in his records to "St. Ann's Ch., Salmonbrook", definitely places it 
in the village then and now known by that name near the southern boundary of 
Granby. Principal sources: Nelson H. Burr, The Story of a Country Parish; A 
St. Andrew! North Bloo eld [an undated document in the Connecti- 
cut State Library, prepared for the 200th anniversary of the church, ca. 1944, 
according to a newspaper clipping lying in the same envelope]; J. E. Heald, His- 


torical Sermon Preached at St, Andrew's April 8, 1866; A.C. Bates, Records of 
Roger Viets; A. C. Bates, Records of Rev, Ransom Warner, 1823-1844, Rector 


of St. Andrew's, Simsbury and Bloomfield; St. Peter's, Granby; St. John's, East 
Windsor, with Additional Records of Roger Viets. 
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ROGER VIETS, YALE GRADUATE By Franklin Bowditch Dexter* 


Rocer Viets, the second of ten children of Captain 
John Viets, was born in that part of Simsbury, Connecti- 
cut, which is now East Granby, then known as Turkey 
Hills, on March 9, 1737-8. His grandfather, John Viets, 
a Dutch physician from New York, had purchased some 

of the territory in Simsbury on which copper mines were 
located, as a speculation, and removed thither. His 
mother was Lois, youngest child of Samuel and Rachel 
(Owen) Phelps, of Hartland, a neighboring town. One 
of his sisters was the mother of Bishop Alexander Viets 
Griswold, of the Eastern Diocese. 

Roger Viets was sent to College with the design of 
being educated for the Cong? «sational ministry ; but 
while in College or soon after he was led to conform to 
Episcopacy,—a change in which eventually his entire 
family followed him. 

As the winner of one of the Berkeley Scholarships he 
remained in New Haven for the year after graduation, 
and in June, 1759, was employed by the churchmen in 
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his native town as a lay reader, and after nearly two years’ 
service in that capacity the parish proposed to the Vener- 
able Society for the Propagation of the Gospel his appoint- 
ment to the mission among them. 

He visited Newport, Rhode Island, in June or July, 
1761, just after having been inoculated for the small-pox 
in New York City, and in November took charge of the 
parish school connected with Trinity Church. Soon, 
however, he was back in Simsbury, whence he went to 
England for orders in January, 1763, though not the 
unanimous choice of the parish. He was ordained in 
March, and returned in June with a commission for his 
native town. That parish was already burdened with 
another, mentally broken-down minister, the Rev. William 
Gibbs, whose life continued until March, 1777; and partly 
for this reason Mr. Viets was so insufficiently paid * that 

* He received £40 a year from England. 


he was obliged to work as a farmer in the summer and as 
a teacher in the winter. His library is said to have been 
larger than that of any other Episcopal clergyman in the 
Colony. He was the only missionary in what is now 


Hartford County, and labored with such zeal that in 1774 
the Episcopalians in Simsbury were more numerous than 


in any other towns in Connecticut, except Newtown and 
New Haven... His residence, as well as the church in 
which he ministered, was within the limits of the present 
town of Bloomfield. 

In the period of the Revolution he was understood tu 
sympathize with England, and as a punishment for assist- 
ing two British officers to escape from prison, and for 


traitorous correspondence with the enemy, he was fined by — 


the Superior Court of the County in January, 1777, £20, 
and condemned to be imprisoned in the Hartford jail for 
one year. On his petition to the General Assembly in 
May he was set at liberty, but confined to the limits of 
Simsbury for the balance of the year and put under heavy 
bonds to avoid further charges. “oF 

Like many of his brethren, he found himself at the 
close of the war unable to secure an adequate support 
from his dwindled and impoverished flock ; so that he was 
at length induced to accept the offer of a parish in Nova 
Scotia, with a continuance of aid from the Propagation 
Society. Accordingly, in. May, 1786, he went to Digby, 
on the eastern bank of the Bay of Fundy, where he was 
inducted into the rectorship on August 28, the Rev. 
James Scovil (Y. C. 1757) assisting at the ceremony. 
No church was yet erected, and in October he returned to 
his old home and spent the winter there with his family. 
He left Connecticut again early in June, 1787, and arrived 
in Digby with his family on the 20th of the same month. 
He visited the States a second time in 1789, and it was 
not until January, 1791, that a church (of wood) was 
finally opened in Digby. His life there was interrupted 
by one more visit to his former flock, in June and July, 


With the above, paged continuously, are the following :— 


A Sermon [from Ex. xx, 16], on Censoriousness and Evil Speak- 


ing. Preached at Digby, Oct. 26, 1788. pp. 19-33. 


fice in Digby, on August 11 or 15, 


rried first Hester Botsford, who died on Aoi 25, 
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1800, and he died in o 
1811, in his 74th year. 
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One of his letters to the Secretary of the Society for the Propa- 
gation of the Gospel, in 1768, is printed in part in Connecticut 
Church Documents, ii, 124-25. 


In 1893 the Records of his ministerial acts in Connecticut, so f 
as extant, were printed at Hartford (8°, pp. 84), 
ship of Mr. Albert C. Bates. 
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(The foregoing article 
is taken from Franklin 
Bowditch Dexter, Bio- 
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Graduates of Yale 
College with Annals of 
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(An early document that may be 
dated in the late 1700's or early 
1800's:] 


A statement Made by me Concerning 
the Glebe firstly I shall take ine 
to Consideration the Deed of the land 
from Sam- Beman to those people in the 
village of Scotland professing them- 
selves to be of that order Call® the 
Chireh of England and to no set of 
people in any differant part can have 
any Claim to this land. It is on this 
ground that I expect to justify myself 
for doing as I have in regard to the 
improvement of s- land as for Call- 
ing that Scotland where the New Church 
House stands is vain, unjust, and un- 
true I appeal to you notwithstanding 
all that has been said I have heard 
you call that Duncaster more times 
than there ever was Barrels of Cider 
made on the Glebe in one year or Bush- 
els of oats raisd on sd land at any 
time Not withstanding all this I 
k[nlow as you also know that those 
People have sued us and recovered 
against us I would turn your atten- 
tion to our Psalmist pleas to Read 
the first part of the 7422 Psalm in 
our prayerbook if that is not suf- 
fiscient I would turn your attention to 
seme of these same men who you now pro- 
mote to take the lede see what they 
have done to some of our forefathers 
for nothing else only they were Chirch- 
man If this is not sufficient I must 
continue to Call on that Almity being 
who is sufficient for all things as 
our Psalmist also Calls — my time is 
Short and cannot continue any further 


I remain your &e 


N B wishing your serious attention 
to these facts Believing that you 
will think that we ought not to be 
found guilty of coursle] ought not 
to pay any thing— 
Ariel Mitchelson 


Tariffville Nov. 28% 1885 
Right Rev. John Williams D.D. 


My Dear Bp.; You have at some time 
when here expressed your wish to ob- 
tain a copy of the original deed of the 
Glebe of St. Andrew's Church. A Copy 
of that duly signed, having fallen in 
my way, within a few days, I herewith 
send you a Copy. You will doubtless 
bear in mind that when that Glebe was 
purchased, and the deed drawn, Sims- 
bury comprised the section of country 


now known as Simsbury, Canton, 
& some at least, of the 


&ion of Bloomfield, 


Granby, 
northern por- 


The missionary's labors were not 
confined to "Scot] d," a small east- 
ern portion of Simsbury, but given to 
the whole "country round abo t"—they 
were even extended to Southwi in 
Mass. 10 miles from "Scotland", I 
presume there would be no difficulty 
in getting the use of the Glebe for 
this mission, when once in God's good 
providence, there may be a vacancy in 
St. Andrew's 


With every Christian kindness 
towards my Revd, Brother, I must say, 
that every additional month brings ur- 
gent reasons why St. Andrew's should 
be yacant at once. I do not know 


whether services have been there of 
aate. Our congregation loses nothing 
in numbers, or apparent interest. 


I wish to ask if it is your inten- . 
tion to visit St. Andrews the coming 
winter? If so, may we expect your 
visitation of this Parish in the af- 
ternoon of the same day? I could have, 
I think, a few candidates for confirma- 
tion. Could we look for the visita- 
tion on some Sunday, if at all? Mr, 
Peck is doing us a good work in music. 
I will, with the Copy, send you an ex- 
tract from the minutes of St. Andrews 
soc. at the time St. Peters Granby was 
formed into a church. I have some 
other old documents in my hands which, 
if possible, I will retain for your in- 
epection. 


The Volume which I hoped to get 
from Wilcox, I have not quite in full 
possession, but hope to have soon, and 
will send by Mr. Peck. 


I have detained you too long by my 
introduction of the copy of the "Deed" 
&c, but believe me to be as ever, 
Right Rev & Dear Sir, 


Yours, very truly and faithfully 
Henry H. Bates 


P.S I have of late exchanged two let- 
ters with a young man hitherto unknown 
to me, who is thinking somewhat of 
giving himself to the ministry [of?] 
the church. He gives me his name 
" 


F. Cooley," of East Gran- 
1 - He i8 a relative of the 


wille, Mass 
"good old Parson Cooley" of that town. 


In due time I shall hope to send him 
with an introduction to the Bishops 
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of Conn, Hee BD. the village of Scotland aforesaid and 


the rest of the gentlemen members of 


The following extract may be of some said Ch 
urch the reciept of whi 
use in showing that in the year 1798 I do hereby weknowleape aE eben oe 
pee en in on region deemed it with fully satisfied and contented and 
agreeable to the spirit of the Deed of do by these presents forever acquit 
Glebe in 1742, to allow something for and discharge the aforesaid Enno & Case 
the support of services, from the & the rest of the gentlemen of the 
profits of the Glebe, out of "Scotland Church of England aforesaid of every 
village. part of the said sum —— have there- 
fore bargained gold assigned set 
At a legal meeting of St. Andrews Over enfeofed conveyed & confirmed 
Society on the 19th day of November to the said Enno and William Case as 
A. D. 1798, Trustee-agents as aforesaid and to the 


"Voted and resolved by more than rest of the gentlemen professing them- 
two thirds of the members of said church S@lves members of the Church aforesaid 
as follows, Viz. that all those members in Scotland aforesaid a certain peice 
of this society who live in Granby, of land situate in the village of scot- 
Hartland, Suffield, & that part of Wind- land aforesaid containing by estimation 
sor lying North of Windsor Ferry River twenty five acres of land in length 
so called be separated & set off from North & South one hundred and fourteen 
this society & to be called by the name rods & in breadth East & West thirty 
of the Prot. Epis. Society of Granby, rods and three acres & seventy rods 
Hartland & parts adjacent, & members of ast upon the same this being part of 
the Ch. of St. Peters in Salmonbrook" the above said twenty five acres & buts 
(Granby Center)... .°) woe, E & bounds as followeth viz. North part~ 

"and furthermore in order that ly on a high way or road—south on the 
said William Enno's own land & East and 
North-easterly on a road or a high way 
& Westerly on a piece of land belong- 


there should be no future disputes re- 
specting Glebes or other property be- 
longing to the church society in Sims- 
ce Geeapy and parts re saeone it is ing to the same ee ends westerly on 
fully agreed and understood that the said Samuel Beaman's own land— 

new soc. shall have and hold their equal Another piece of land containing twen- 
proportion of all & singular rights ty five acres in length East and West 
uses & benefits to be appropriated to the®ighty six rods in breadth North & 
support of our said Incumbent with the South forty seven rods & five feet but- 
Soc. in Simsbury that are or shall be ting and bounding as ASE Gs Viz 
members of St. Andrews Ch. in the Glebeg South on William Enno's own land West 
and property belonging to said society, 0” Sag ae Case own oe alae on 

and in full confirmation of this specia] Samuel Beamans own land ast on the 


& aforesaid twenty five acres which to- 
poniweseis Se arrith ee aree Se gether the whole makes fifty acres of 


land to be the same more or less: To 

(Copied from an old Copy in posses- have & to hold the aforementioned 

sion of Hugh Mitchelson) granted & bargained premises withall 
Heese os the privileges profits advantages 

benefits with all & singular the appur- 

tenances thereunto belonging or apper- 


To all christian people to whom Sas 
g to be to them the said Enno & 
this present writing shall come Case Trustee-Agents as aforesaid and 
Greeting. the rest of the gentlemen members of 
Know ye that I Samuel Beaman of the the Church of England in Scotland 
Village named or called Scotland in aforesaid for the proper use benefit 


the Town of Simsbury and county of Hart- and advantage privilege and profit 
ford in New England for and in the con- of the Incumbent Rector or Minister 


sideration of the sum of two hundred that may be ordained or appointed over 
pounds current money to me in hand paid the Church of England in said Village 
by Lieut. William Enno & Mr. William of Scotland aforesaid as a Glebe or 
Case both of Simsbury aforesaid as Parsonage land belonging to said church 
they are Trustee-Agents for the gentle- forever without any power of aliena- 
men professing themselves members of. tion or changing the property or use 
the Church of England as by law estab- of said land for any other use or bene- 
lished in England in the Kingdom of fit of what nature or kind soever but 


Great Britain & now begun & set up in to be and remain as a glebe or parson- 


| “ pe sent yaeteenee 
| ; >" £ q2 27} “ae a 
ie ree ee 
, oe Po eey 
‘y _~ *4 sagee* 
Tee |) Apne he 

shh 05° TO OMRRO . Sten 
Lopere pe by pale 
{oe <2 60 28 ; 
iia eatin 29 
liw, Se a ? ) 


tn eased) 


wed eri 


ie Tat 


» ci 74 hs 

‘ a - 

s/ Pe ins a" 7 ne 
‘ » 


A) othe Pete! 
; ay elt \¢) 2petee 
em hah; 
+ (alle? \ 
; ara’ 
‘ 2 Pr | seat} 
7) » Lr ache 
: te) ale : i fis 
£ esr 2Q 6d “R GPM enh ite bad 
dace Ad ote ip EROS «2 oak 
f eip ott eae oa 


= “st : ; 7 0% it~ ud dedilers oe ae 
hw? ; ‘t. ” cates ‘he eee 
f ’ mal &. : hive te Qos 
n bwteth hoa OF yarns et “ks ea mead.” 
wry tae ; 6 - [eta Lae drotams 4 
‘pky 22 ~Pceeee & wk: ree 
gerd Serene Bad te > ere? | 
| ea so Sg Bee Aah ay 
Bde i aes 
ied 


gett ae a 
bipee a 


53 
age land for the use & benefit of said 


chureh forever in the manner & form as 
hereafter expressed Viz. that is to 
‘say the said Enno & Case Trustee Agents 
as aforesaid & the rest of the gentle- 
men of the church aforesaid and their 
successors being regularly met and con- 
vened may from time to time and at all 
times nominate impower and appoint 

two or more suitable persons in the 
room and stead of the said Enno and 

Case as Trustee-Agents for the taking 
care using improving and managing of 
said land for the use and benefit as 
aforesaid until a Rector or Minister 
shall be appointed or ordained over said 
Church and the said Enno & Case Trus- 
tee-Agents as aforesaid and thier sue- 
cessors shall from time to time and at 
all times be accountable to any person 
or persons deputed chosen or appointed 
by the members of the aforesaid Church 
for all the profits rents & revenues 

of said land until an Incumbent Minis- 
ter shall be appointed or ordained as 
aforesaid & pay the same money & profits 
arising on said land to the said person 
or persons s0 appointed by said church 
which money shall be improved or profits 
or improvements arising on said land by 
said Trustee-Agents for the paying any 
minister or ministers that may providen- 
tially be sent or come to the aforesaid 
village to teach or preach to the mem- 
bers of the said church according to 

the orders & votes of the Major part of 
the members of said Church until an In- 
cumbent Minister be appointed as afore- 
said and when an Incumbent Minister be 
appointed & ordained Minister of said 
church which is now begun & set up in 
said Scotland as aforesaid that then 

the said Parsonage or glebe of lands 
shall be immediately in the possession 
and improvement of the said Incumbent 

to be to him said Minister Incumbent for 
his own use benefit & profit advantage 
and privilege with all the singular ap- 
purtenances thereunto belon[(gling or ap- 
pertaining during the continuance of 
said Incumbent Minister as aforesaid to 
teach and preach to the members of said 
church now set up in said Scotland as 
aforesaid to him and his successors in 
said office Incumbent in said place 
over said church from generation to 
generation forever as their own proper 
estate to use and improve as aforesaid 
And whenever it may providentially 
come to pass that there be no Incum- 
bent belonging to said Church by reason 
of death or otherwise that then from 
time to time and at all times the gentle- 
men professing themselves members of 


the Church of England in said village 
of Scotland shall use improve oc-~ 
cupy possess and enjoy the aforesaid 
granted premises in manner and form 
as aforesaid for the use and benefit 
as aforesaid for the paying any minis- 
ter or ministers that may providen- 
tially be sent to teach or preach to 
the members of said church until an 
Incumbent minister be again appointed 
as aforesaid then said land or granted 
premises to be and remain to said In- 
cumbent in manner and form as afore- 
said and I the said Samuel Beaman do 
for myself and my heirs covenant and 
agree to and with the said Enno and 
Case Trustee-Agents as aforesaid and 
the rest of the gentlemen professing 
themselves members of the Church of 
England in Scotland aforesaid for the 
consideration aforesaid that I am the 
true sole and lawful owner of the 
aforesaid granted premises and that 

I am lawfully seized of the same in 
my own right until the ensealing of 
these presents and that I have good 
right and lawful authority to sell & 
convey the same as in manner & form 

I have by these presents done and 

that the said Enno & Case Trustee- 
Agents as aforesaid and the rest of 
the gentlemen professing themselves 
members of the Church of England afore- 
said & the minister Incumbent in said 
Scotland may from time to time & at 
all times hereafter have hold use 
and occupy possess and enjoy the 
afore granted premises to him and them 
as his and their own proper estate in 
fee for the use and benefit as afore- 
said from generation to generation 
forever without any eviction ejection 
or molestation or hinderance from me 
or any other person or persons whom- 
soever free and clear of all manner of 
incumbrances of whatsoever nature or 
kind soever hereby covenanting and en- 
gaging to and with the said Enno & 
Case as Trustee-Agents as aforesaid 
and the rest of the gentlemen members 
of the church aforesaid and the Incum- 
bent Minister of the said that may or 
shall be from time to time forever 
hereafter appointed or ordained over 


‘said church to warrant and defend the 


afore granted premises (for myself and 
my heirs) against the lawful claims & 
demands of all persons whatsoever, 

In witness whereof I have hereunto 
set my hand and seal this 2274 day of 
November Anno Domini 1742 


Samuel Beaman [SEAL] 
Signed, sealed & delivered in presence 
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of us Robert Brough, James Crozier, whe 


Jno. Humphrey and Joshua Matson. 


Hartford County ss— In Simsbury Novem- 
ber 222 1742: personally appeared Mr. 
Samuel Beaman the above named grantor 


& acknowledged the above written & fore- 


going instrument to be his free act and 
deed for the use there 4: mentioned be- 
fore me Jno. Humphry, Just. Peace 


Entered November 22"°, 1742,— 
A true Copy of Record examined by me 
Benjamin Ely. Town Clerk 


Simsbury April 8th 1812 
(Book 6th, page 587 & onwards) 


(The above is an exact copy of a 
gopy, of the original, now in the 
hand of Mr. Hugh Mitchelson, near 
Tariffville. 
Henry H. Bates 
Rector of Trinity Parish, 
Tariffville 


Tariffville Nov. gerd A.D. 1855 


Tariffville June 6, 1885 
Rev. William F. Nichols, 
Dear Sir, - 


My brother has, today handed me 
a letter that he received from you re- 
questing the original subscription pa- 
per of St. Andrew's Church. Looking 
through all the old papers I have, I 
find that the enclosed are all that I 
_ possess which relate to the foundation 

of St. Andrew's parish. Probably 

there have been many destroyed that my 
Father once possessed, but I think you 
may find some information in these. 
When I come to the city, I will call 
upon you and impart to you any informa- 
tion that I can. 


Respectfully yours 
Elizabeth Mitchelson. 


UNGATHERED LETTERS 
OF ROGER VIETS 


{The following is taken from a 
copy. The original is now in 
the Massachusetts Diocesan Library, 
1 Joy Street, Boston 8, Mass.] 


Simsbury 19°" March 1787 
d 
Rey. Dear sir 


I reached home the pnd Day after my 
leaving your House, since which Time I 
have had almost constant Sickness in my 
esky and have buried an Infant Daugh- 

er. 


Having been disappointed as yet in 
procuring a Vessel to carry me to Nov. 
Scot. I wish for your Advice whether 
it would not be best for me to send my 
moveables to Boston by water and move 
myself, Family & Stock by Land to Bos- 
ton, and get a Passage from Boston to 
the Mason [? Bason] of Annapolis. Pray 
inform me how much a Passage from Bos- | 
ton would cost.(About 8 or 9 Persons 
of which 4 are Children 4 or 5 Head of 
Cattle an ordinary Quantity of House- 
hold Goods & Provision for one year) 
But do not make any Bargain because 
perhaps my Friends in New York or on 
the Connecticut Sound will yet procure 
a Passage for me. Are there not fish- 
ing Vessels of about 50 or 60 Tons go- 
ing towards the Bay of Fundy or Ves- 
sels going for Lumber to Passamaquoddy, 
which would carry me cheap. When I get 
to Quoddy ‘tis but 12 Hours Sail to 
Digby. I think I shewed you my Permit, 
such as it is, from Gov> Parr to bring 
in my Family and Effects to Nov. Scot. 
from Connecticut, & I asked your Ad- 
vice about coming by Land to Boston 
and taking Passage there as afores@ and 
I think you rather advised against it; 
but I would be glad of your Opinion 
more fully & maturely. Whilst I am 
waiting for a Passage at Boston, I 
would keep myself & Family a few Miles 
out of Town. 


Suffer me to trouble you with one 
further Particular, That you would be 
so kind as to insert in your Letter to 
me p. Col. Pitt a Copy of a Paragraph 
of a Letter you wrote to the Society 
or some Friend in London a few years 
ago, and which you read to me once. 

The Part I want is only what respected 
the Missions at Hopkinton & Cambridge 

& as nearly as I can remember was this 
in substance "The Congregation at 
Hopkinton is intirely dispersed and the 
Church become a Dwelling House- The 
Church at Cambridge much in the same — 
Condition, MTS Serjeant is unwell and 
helpless, and has pawned the Communion 
Plate weighing ____.-—~*Oz for __s« Porn 


___ Shillings." 


The Reason of my desiring this Ex- 
tract is that a Gentleman & I were 
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talking a few Days past about these 
Churches, and he did not seem to credit 
my Account. You may depend that no 
other Use shall be made of your Extract 
than to convince this Gentleman of my 
Veracity, for he is an intimate Friend, 
whom 1 greatly esteem. 


We had a very full Convention at 
Wallingford y. 27 ult., the chief Busi- 
ness done was to agree to send a second 
Brother home for Consecration. They 
chose M. Leaming, he declined— then 
M. Mansfield he declined. I came away 
before they made a 5™° Choice, but I 
believe it was likely to fall [on] MY 
Hubbard. 


They agreed to make a new Prayer- 
Book and chose a Committee therefore. 
I imagine they have not agreed on a 
new Bible as yet. To see the Church of 
England mangled, insulted, crucified, 
not between 2, but between a Dozen of — 
I know not what—is a bitter Pill to 
your most sincere Friend, most loving 
Brother and obedient, humble Servant 


Roger Viets. 
Rev? M. Parker. 


a SS te SE 


[Letterfold addressed 
as follows:] 


To 8 
Mr Eliphalet Mitchelsone 
at Simsbury Ge 
in Hartford County 
Connecticut forw by 


New England. Col. Kerr. 


Digby in Nova Scotia 10°" pecem® 


Dear Sir a 1798. 

A few Days ago T pec. your kind 
Letter dated Sept= 5 ' 1798, and yes- 
terday, I rec- your other Letter dated 
1oth October 1798. on the same Sheet 
with the Rev ME Todd's Letter, for 
which I thank you & M© Todd. 


I am extremely sorry for your In- 
firmity & Distress on Account of your 
Lameness, which I hope You will bear 
with Christian Patience & godly Resig- 
nation, & I pray that God in due Time 
will give You Relief. In him You must 
put your Trust & Confidence. 


I desire also to Sympathize with 
you in your temporal Losses by the Ol- 


cotts and Capt Charles Case &e. I 
hope for the future you will take good 
Care whom you trust for large Sums. 


Please to inform Mo Todd that I am 
extremely obliged to him as well as 
you for the Information concerning 
Church Affairs, as I am anxious alway 
to hear of the Prosperity of the Church. 
Pray what Griswold does MS Todd call 
a Justice of the Peace? 


Ms William Case was here lately and 
informed me of many particulars of the 
Western Part of my former Mission. 


I had never rec? till your Letter 
the least Intimation that the Strap 
was sold. I am sorry it is sold, tho! 
I doubt not those who sold it did it 
with Intention to oblige me and for 
that Reason I thank them. Will you be 
so good in your next as to inform me 
when it was sold; for what Price; How 
Payment is to be made What Security 
you have for the Payment; Whether the 
Interest is to be paid yearly; whether 
the Men who are obligated for the Pay- 
ment are perfectly responsible; wheth- 
er one or more are bound; and indeed 
every Particular requiste for me to 
know. By the Hints you give me con- 
cerning the Strap Meadow I presume the 
Interest is to be paid yearly; if s0 
please to let them know that I expect 
the Interest Money to the present Time 
soon. And if they do not pay it soon 
oblige them to do it. And the same 
Annually. If they cannot pay such a 
small Sum yearly how can they ever ex- 
pect to be able to pay the Principal. 
I cannot afford to lose it. I have 
lost enough already by foolish Delays. 
I shall, I fear, have the same Com- 
plaint,to make of them, that you have 
of Cap’ Charles Case, if I do not look 
out in Season. I suppose it is two of 
Capt John Case's sons that have bought 
it. If they are not able to pay for it 
and will deed it back to me I am con- 
tent, they paying a reasonable Rent 
for the Time they have used it. In 
short, I desire of you as a sincere 
Friend to see that the Principal is 
well secured, & the Interest punctual- 
ly paid annually. Which having re- 
ceived, be so good as to send the Money 
by a safe Hand to the Reverend D? Sam- 
uel Parker at Boston. You may find 
Opportunities very often from Hartford 
or Windsor &.c. Likewise if you wish 
to write to me send the Letter by the 
same Hand to the Care of D? Parker. 
But if you cannot get such Opportunity 
to write to me; do not fear Cost of 
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Postage, for I will pay it all; I 
shall never think hard of paying Postage 
for a Letter from such a Friend as you. 


Relative to Notes left in your Hands. 
Please to deliver up ME Nathaniel Hum- 
phry's Note. I do not wish him to pay 
it—— MS Elnathan Alderman's is paid 
to MES yyets. —-ME Aninah Moore's two 
Notes were justly due, please to in- 
form me when how & to whom they were 
paid-——- And be so good as to inform me 
how Elisha Griswold Jn= Account stands 
with me or let him write me., I suppose 
100 Bushels of the Rye I reco came from 
him--— What has become of Abner Viets's 
Note which was in ME Farnham's Hands—— 
‘Tis probable that Lemual Kilbourn's 
Kote is paid to Brother Griswold's Sons, 
if so they must give me Credit for it 
unless they have already done it— See 
that Elisha, Alexander & Ezra Griswold's 
Note of £23. is allowed to me in their 
Statement of their Account with me. 


Will you please to inform me of all 
these Things in your next. You may sit 
& dictate & let Eliphalet write, if you 
are not well enough to write much. Ezra 
& Roger have sent me a Statement of 
their Accounts; desire my Brother Abner 
to do the same. 
the Receits; but I have had some Arti- 
cles of him; And I wish he would send me 
such Statement as Ezra & Roger hav 
please to tell him so. I have rec= sun- 
dry Letters from Ezra full of the most 
abusive, offensive Language. But Eli- 
shal Ju writes very handsome & friend- 
ly. I wish for another Letter from 
Elisha, I will pay the Postage. I had 
many Enquiries to make concerning M*,5 
Mitchelsone, John, Eliphalet, Martin, 
Howard, Susann, Arispa and Elizabeth, 

I forgot Ariel. But Paper fails me. 


Give my Respects of all Friends especial- 


ly my Mother, Brother Griswold's & ME 
Todd & Family. May God bless you 


as Farewell Roger Viets. 
Ms Elphahalet Mitchesone 


[Letterfold addressed on the outside 


as follows: 
ike) 


To 
M? Elphalet Mitchelson 
at Simsbury 
in the County of Hartford 
in Connecticut 
New England 
America. 


By MS 
David Basset. 


N.B. Mr Basset is desired to send 


Abner Viets refers me to 


done, 


this Letter to Springfield, or Hart- 
ford or Suffield or Windsor or West- 
field or Middletown or any other Place 
near Simsbury. 


(Postal cancellation: Prov. R. I. 
Mar 24) 


Digby in Nova Scotia 30 %h October 
1799. 


To Me Eliphalet Mitchelson. 
Dear Sir. 


About a Fortnight ago I received a 
Letter from MZ Freeman Graham, which 
is the last I have received from those 
Parts: But ME Graham did not tell a 
Syllable how my Relations & Friends 
were in Simsbury or whether they were 
dead or alive, 


By Caps James Moody my Neighbour I 
have written Letters to my Brother Ab- 
ner, to Alexander, to Ezra, to your- 
self, to the Revi ME Todd and to the 
said Freeman Graham; Cap’ Moody is go- 
ing to Boston and from thence to New 
York by Land, and I desired him to 
Leay all these Letters with young Me 
Sams Marsh of Hartford, who married 
a Miss Jones, whose Brother & Sister 
are my Neighbours. If any Expence of 
Postage should fall on ME Marsh, tell 
Elisha Griswold Jub to pay it to M® 
Marsh and charge it to me. In those 
I wrote Lengthy, insomuch that I have 
not much more to write at present. 


This Letter I send by one David 
Basset who has promised to forward it 
by a private hand withcout Postage, but 
should any, fostage accure I will dis- 
count it wa any who owe me if they 
will pay it you. 


Will you be so kind as to notify 
the Persons above named that I have 
written very particular, to them in 
Case the Letters by Cap’ Moody should 
fail, and thank MD Freeman Graham in 
particular for his Care and Discretion 
used in my Affairs, by which he saved 
a considerable from being lost to me. 


If I can possibly go to Simsbury 
next Spring or Summer I intend, God 
willing to go there; should I go, I 
wish those who owe me to pay me each 
of them a little Money that I may get 
enough to bear my Expences. I wish 
they would exert themselves to get a 
little Money for me, altho’ Money is 
scarce. Will you please to tell 
Elisha & Ezra and my Brother Abner 
Viets of this. 
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I should be glad they would save oY 
some Garden Seeds for me, especially 
some Cucumber Seeds & some Apple Seeds 
to plant a Nursery. 


Deubtless they have received Account 
in my former Letters that I had received a a eC a aig 
the four Hundred Bushels of Rye last 
Year from different Persons, and the Two 
Ploughs which Elisha sent me. Elisha 
offered to abate in the Price of the 
Rye, but I will allow him the whole 
Price I offered. 


As I said in my other Letters I beg 
You would use the utmost Care to secure 
the Money for which the Strap was sold 
& indeed all my other Debts, 


Please to give my best Respects & 
Duty to my honored Mother; and tell her 
that if I undertake the Voyage next Sum- 
mer it is in great Measure to see her. 


I am heartily sorry for your Lame- 
ness & hope it will please God to re- 
store you to Your Health. 


I hope yeu will receive your Let- 
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ters by Cap= Moody before you -receive Pe 
this " 
Give my Respects to all my Friends om 
to the Holcombs, the Pinnys, the Moores, RO 
the Aldermans the Cases the Terrys tp 
the Fullers the Slaters, the Lomisses, tes 
the Enoa s, the Viets s the Griswolds B. 
the Clarks and all Friends I remain 


your sincere Friend & humble Servant 


- t Roger Viets 
M= Eliph. Mitchelson 
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A BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTE ON ROGER VIETS 


Roger Viets, the S. P. G, Missionary in New England, a portion of whose journal ap-= 
pears in the following facsimiles, was born at East Granby, Connecticut, on March 9, 
1737/8, the son of John and hois (Phelps) Viets, Having received his A,B, degree from 
Yale College in 1758, he was ordained in London in March, 1763, and became the Society'ts 
missionary in and about Simsbury, Connecticut, in that same years His labors carried 
him outside his mission station in all directions, especially into Massachusetts, On 
August 28, 1786, he was rewarded for having endured the rigers of the American Revolu» 
tion by being appointed the Venerable Society's missionary at Digby, Nova Scotia, cone 
tinuing there (except for a visit to the States) until his death on August 11, 1811, 
at the age of 74.4 While resident in New England, his energy carried him to at least 
the following towns where he ministered: 


Avon, Connecticut Harwinton, Connecticut Blandford, Massachusetts 
Barkhamsted, Connecticut Kent, Connecticut Boston, Massachusetts 
Bloomfield, Connecticut Killingsworth, Connecticut Great Barrington, Masse 
Branford, Connecticut Litchfield, Connecticut Lanesbury, Massachusetts 
Canton, Connecticut New Hartford, Connecticut Marblehead, Massachusetts 
Chester, Connecticut New Milford, Connecticut Marlboro, Massachusetts 
Colebrook, Connecticut North Guilford, Connecticut Pittsfield, Massachusetts 
Danbury, Connecticut Sharon, Connecticut Sheffield, Massachusetts 
East Granby, Connecticut Simsbury, Connecticut Springfield, Massachusetts 
East Windsor, Connecticut Stratford, Connecticut Stockbridge, Massachusetts 
Enfield, Connecticut Suffield, Connecticut Westfield, Massachusetts 
Farmington, Connecticut Tariffville, Connecticut 

Goshen, Connecticut Washington, Connecticut Austerlitz, New York 
Granby, Connecticut Waterbury, Connecticut Loudenville, New York 
Guilford, Connecticut Wethersfield, Connecticut (near Albany) 

Hartford, Connecticut Windsor, Connecticut 

Hartland, Connecticut Woodbury, Connecticut 


His many missionary reports from Simsbury to the Se P. Gs in England are extant and may 
be examined on films in the Diocesan Archival Collection. A few have been published in 
abbreviated form,” some specimens of which will appear below. Viets" career is ear. 
cussed in our principal diocesan history? and in a recent Yale doctoral dissertations 
One of his letters to the Rev. Bela Hubbard, of New ES dated Oct. 19, 1767, was edie 


ted by William Agur Beardsley a quarter of a century ago,” He is mentioned in sketehes 
of his kinsman, the Rt. Rev. Alexander Viets Griswold,’ and in accounts of early Yale 


alumnie’ An excerpt from one of his letters to Abraham Beach, written at NovaSeotia 
Gae August, 1788, describing that province and his work in it, haze recently appeared. 
Another Letter—-—to Samuel Parker, March 19, 1787%=e=is owned by the Massachusetts Diocesan 
ate. 1 Joy Street, Boston 8. Some of his typical reports from Simsbury to Lendon 
follow: 


1 See Frederick Lewis Weis, The Colonial Clergy and the Colonial Churches of New Enge 
and, Lancaster, Masse, 1936, ppe 211-212. 

2 See Francis L, Hawks and William Stevens Perry, Documentary Hist of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in Connecticut (1704-1789), (2 vols. in 1) Hartford, 1959, Ii, paspine 
3 See Eben Edwards Beardsley, The Hist of the Episcopal Church in Connecticut, (2nd 
ede, 2 volee) New York, 1869, I, 208, 277, 292, 316, 346, 354, 

4 See Hector Gilchrist Kinloch, Anglican Clergy in Connecticut, 1701-1785 (Ph.oDe disse 


submitted Sept. 30, 1959). 


5 "Letter of Rev. Roger Viets (1767)," Histe Mage of the Po Be Church, III (1934), ppe 
280—283. 

6 E.ge, see William B, Sprague, Annals of the American Pulpit, vol. V (Episcopal), NeYe, 
1859, ppe 415-416, 
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I would pernse several times with the greatest attention, and 
should then be more ready to. give a convincing answer to every 
query and objection of dissenters, many ‘of whom seem to need 
only the being informed to conform. 

The good people of St. Ann’s Church, Salmonbrook, proceed 
towards the completing of their little church, as fast as their 
poverty and other difficulties will admit. The good people of 
Great Barrington have now raised the frame of their church, 
which, though not large, yet, on account of its architecture, 
beauty, expense and regularity, would be reckoned no mean 
country church, even in England. It is 50 feet by 40, with a 
front gallery, a beautiful chancel, and a steeple about 115 feet 
high. It is named Christ Church in Great Barrington. There 
are in my possession 4 deeds, from some good people of Great 


Barrington, to the Society, in trust, for the use of their church, 
which I will carefully transmit by the first good and safe oppor- 
tunity. I conjecture that these lands amount to about the value 
of £100 sterling, and may reut at about £4 per annum. I send 
with this a copy of my letter of March 14th, 1764, also the New 
York Gazette, in which an account of the same matter was pub- 
lished, in general, true and exact. Much the same account, I am 
informed, was published in the Boston paper, and I have never 
heard that either of them has been contradicted. I remain, with 
thankfulness and submission, 
The venerable Society’s and your most 
Obedient and humble Servant, 
| Roger VieTs, 


Symsbury, June 25, 1765. 
Rev. Sir: 
I have received the venerable Society’s letter of November 
last, for which I am heartily thankful. — 

As to Hartland, {Hartford ?] I am willing to submit to the 
venerable Society’s determination, but beg a little time to con- 
sult the circumstances, tempers and expectations of the people of 
that place. In the meantime I shall be ready to assist them on 
week days, as often as they desire, though they are not absolutely 
within my cure. 

In the affair at Barrington, I endeavoured to overcome evil 
with good, which attempt I found very successful and advanta- 
geous. My conduct in that miatter received the approbation of 
the greater part of the dissenters, and my own people (so far 
from being prejudiced against me thereby, as I was at first incon- 
siderately apprehensive,) greatly resented the malice and meanness 
of my prosecutors. I have now no fear of any bad consequences 
of that transaction, unless it should deprive-me of the favour of 
the venerable Society, upon which I principally depend for my 
credit, direction and support, in a situation and profession of toil 
and difficulty. I will not offer one word in justification of an 
action which the venerable Society have pronounced irregular, 
whose judgment I acknowledge to be infinitely superior to mine ; 
yet, by way of apology, I would observe, that’ as far as I can 
learn, the Clergy of the Church have been allowed to solemnize 
marriage universally throughout New England, without being 
thought to transgress the limits of their cure: otherwise, how 
could those Episcopal Churches which are destitute of a regular 
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wealth, connections and ostentation of their teachers, the great 
veneration for the dissenting religion and its ministers, ceremo- 
nies and peculiarities, which is with surprising and indefatigable 
industry, instilled into their children with every part of their 
education: but, especially, the great superiority in numbers, 
which the opposers of the Church have against her friends, which 
gives a very great advantage ing place like the Colony of Con- 
neticut. The form.of government is almost, or entirely Republi- 
can, The proportion of Church people to the dissenters in Syms- 
bury is nearly as one to three. The estimate of estate in Symsbu- 
ry (for the year 1765) on which taxes are laid is £23,944 17s., of 
which £6,050 17s. is possessed by Episcopalians. The number of 
heads of families, under my care, in Symsbury, and parts adja- 
cent, is 153. —— 


Symsbury, in N. England, Nov. 22d, 1766. 
Rev. Sir : 


When the Stamp duty was promulgated in America, 
the Episcopalians of Connecticut, in general, (without a repre- 
hensible officiousness) paid such a proper deference of submission, 
as we supposed ought to be paid to an Act of Parliament, at the 
same time bearing testimony against riotous, not to say rebellious 
proceedings of our neighbours ; for which decent and loyal con- 
duct we are still treated with unusual cruelty. Indeed, I at first 
feared a demolition of our Churches and dwelling houses. This 
calamity we happily escaped, but have been deprived of almost 
every one of the few public offices which we had enjoyed before, 
and have been constantly pointed at as the worst of traitors to 
our country, and betrayers of her most essential interest and lib- 
erties: but es the Parliament were pleased to promise special 
countenance and reward to such as behaved loyally in this point, 


so we have reason to hope that we shall at least have the pleasure 
to see Episcopacy, in due time, placed by that august body on an 
equal footing with sectarianism in New England. The authori- 
ties of old England, I doubt not, have found and will find Epis- 
copalians in New England their most zealous defenders, for many 
obvious reasons, 

Our parishes, being so often and so long: vacant, gives 
the very numerous and very vehement body of dissenting preach- 
ers (whose number is supposed by some not to fall short of 2000 
in America) the fairest opportunities to carry on their favorite 
business of proselyting, in which employment, I am informed, 
they have made such alarming progress in some of the Episcopal 
Colonies, as to give serious ground to apprehend they may, in 
time, turn the scale of the establishment, unless there bea Bishop 
sent to America, which I pray God there may soon be; and 
could the venerable Society be on the spot and see the anxiety and 
concern of our poor, honest, conscientious people, for the privilege 
of having their children confirmed, and of having a greater num- 
ber of ministers among them, they would not wonder at our im- 
portunity. I remain, venerable Sir, the Society’s 

And your most dutiful Missionary, 
And most humble, obedient Servant, 
Roger VIETS. 


Symsbury, in New England, June 25th, 1768. 
Rev. Sir: 
There have been several efforts lately made by the dissenters 
to oppress me as well as my people ; as the bulk of New England 
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It is the Congregationalists that take the chief benefit of the 


congregations of those called Separatists, somewhat resembling 
New England Establishment, (so called) not the Presbyterians, 
as has so often been inaccurately alledged. 
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the old Independents. 
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who am, with gratitude and submission, &c. 


Church very hastily, and as hastily left it. 


Roger VIETS. 
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the sins of the world, have mercy upon us,” first appears 
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